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Unit 1: What Is a Paragraph?
Activity 1: Analyzing the Features of a Paragraph

Read the paragraph. Then choose the correct answer to each question.
[NOTE: No paragraph indent in paragraph below.]

Without a doubt, one of the healthiest food groups is vegetables. Studies have shown that vegetables contain special nutrients that prevent certain diseases. There are many stories about children who do not like to eat vegetables. For this reason, it is recommended that you eat at least five servings of vegetables every day. Popular vegetables include potatoes, beans, broccoli, and carrots. With so many types of vegetables available, it is easy to include vegetables in your meals to maintain good health.

1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?

a. Vegetables are easy to grow.

b. Vegetables are healthy.

2. What is the topic sentence?

a. Without a doubt, one of the healthiest food groups is vegetables.
b. Vegetables are a healthy food.

3. How many sentences are there in the paragraph now? 

a. five

b. six

4. Are all the sentences related to the topic?

a. yes

b. no

5. Is the paragraph indented?

a. yes

b. no

6. What is the concluding sentence?

a. With so many types of vegetables available, it is easy to include vegetables in your meals to maintain good health.

b. For this reason, it is recommended that you eat at least five servings of vegetable every day.
Answer Key:
1. b. Vegetables are healthy.
2. a. Without a doubt, one of the healthiest food groups is vegetables.
3. b. six
4. b. no
5. b. no
6. a. With so many types of vegetables available, it is easy to include vegetables in your meals to maintain good health.

Unit 1: What Is a Paragraph?

Activity 2: Analyzing the Features of a Paragraph
Read the paragraph. Then choose the correct answer to each question.
[NOTE: Paragraph indent in paragraph below.]


Shoveling snow is hard work. I know that this is true because I have to shovel the sidewalk and the driveway after every storm. It is certainly easy to work up a sweat after just five minutes of shoveling. I can feel the muscles in both my arms get tired after a while, and I have to take short breaks every five minutes or so. After about forty-five minutes of shoveling, I have to stop because my lower back feels so strained. I know firsthand what hard work it is to shovel snow. 

1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?

a. Shoveling snow is difficult.

b. Shoveling snow is good exercise.

2. How many sentences are there in the paragraph? 

a. five

b. six

3. What is the topic sentence?

a. Shoveling snow is hard work. 

b. I know firsthand what hard work it is to shovel snow. 

4. Are all the sentences related to the topic?

a. yes

b. no

5. Is the paragraph indented?

a. yes

b. no

6. What is the concluding sentence?

a. I know firsthand what hard work it is to shovel snow. 

b. Shoveling snow is hard work. 

Answer Key:
1. a. Shoveling snow is difficult.
2. b. six

3. a. Shoveling snow is hard work. 

4. a. yes

5. a. yes
6. a. I know firsthand what hard work it is to shovel snow. 

Unit 1: What Is a Paragraph?
Activity 3: Analyzing the Features of a Paragraph 

Read the paragraph. Then choose the correct answer to each question.
[NOTE: No paragraph indent in paragraph below.]

Judy and Eric spent a great deal of time planning their upcoming trip to France. They are going to stay in Paris for a few nights. They want to go sightseeing to the Eiffel Tower and Notre Dame. They want to visit a few museums and shop along the Champs Elysees. After Paris, they will take the train to the south of France where they are going to stay for another few days. They plan to drive through the French countryside, enjoying the quaint villages and the miles and miles of vineyards. It sounds like they will thoroughly enjoy their vacation in France.

1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?

a. travel in Europe 

b. a vacation in France

2. How many sentences are there in the paragraph? 

a. seven
b. eight
3. What is the topic sentence?

a. Judy and Eric spent a great deal of time planning their upcoming trip to France.
b. After Paris, they will take the train to the south of France where they are going to stay for another few days.
4. Are all the sentences related to the topic?

a. yes

b. no

5. Is the paragraph indented?

a. yes

b. no

6. What is the concluding sentence?

a. They plan to drive through the French countryside, enjoying the quaint villages and the miles and miles of vineyards.
b. It sounds like they will thoroughly enjoy their vacation in France.
Answer Key:
1. b. a vacation in France
2. a. seven
3. a. Judy and Eric spent a great deal of time planning their upcoming trip to France.
4. a. yes
5. b. no
6. b. It sounds like they will thoroughly enjoy their vacation in France.

Unit 1: What Is a Paragraph?
Activity 4: Analyzing the Features of a Paragraph 

Read the paragraph. Then choose the correct answer to each question.
[NOTE: Paragraph indent in paragraph below.]


John had a hard time learning to play the ukulele. First, he had to find a ukulele. Luckily, his wife found a used one for him. It needed some repair, but John was able to glue the body, replace two tuning pegs, and restring the instrument. Next, he also ordered How to Play the Ukulele from a book company on the Internet. He practiced two or three times a day and became quite proficient at playing the ukulele. The instrument has a beautiful sound, and he is quite pleased with his new ability to play the ukulele.
1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?

a. John’s routine for practicing the ukulele

b. John’s experience in learning to play the ukulele

2. How many sentences are there in the paragraph? 

a. eight

b. seven

3. What is the topic sentence?

a. The instrument has a beautiful sound, and he is quite pleased with his new ability to play the ukulele.
b. John had a hard time learning to play the ukulele.
4. Are all the sentences related to the topic?

a. yes

b. no

5. Is the paragraph indented?

a. yes

b. no

6. What is the concluding sentence?

a. He practiced two or three times a day and became quite proficient at playing the ukulele.
b. The instrument has a beautiful sound, and he is quite pleased with his new ability to play the ukulele.
Answer Key:
1. b. John’s experience in learning to play the ukulele
2. b. seven
3. b. John had a hard time learning to play the ukulele.
4. a. yes
5. a. yes
6. b. The instrument has a beautiful sound, and he is quite pleased with his new ability to play the ukulele.

Unit 1: What Is a Paragraph?
Activity 5: Capitalization and End Punctuation

Identify which sentences show correct or incorrect capitalization and end punctuation.
1. Some dogs need very little training when it comes to doing certain tricks.

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. For example, there are many dogs that know how to fetch a ball or stick without ever being taught.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. because dogs are very social animals and love to play, this behavior is instinctual 

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. their instinct, or natural character, leads them to behave in certain ways

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. However, a dog’s instincts can sometimes lead to dangerous situations.

a. correct

b. incorrect

6. because dogs are instinctually protective of their food, it is important to be cautious around them while they are eating

a. correct

b. incorrect

7. It is fairly easy for a dog to learn how to “sit” or “lie down.”

a. correct

b. incorrect

8. teaching a dog to jump through a hoop might be a little harder, but with patience and a lot of “treats,” most dogs can learn this trick, too

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. a. correct

2. a. correct

3. b. incorrect

4. b. incorrect

5. a. correct
6. b. incorrect

7. a. correct

8. b. incorrect

Unit 1: What Is a Paragraph?
Activity 6: Identifying Verbs in Sentences

Every subject needs to have a verb. If every subject in each sentence has a verb, choose correct. If a subject does not have a verb, choose incorrect. 

1. My brother Paul a lot of fun.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. He has a great sense of humor, and he loves to make jokes in all his conversations. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. He likes to take family members on trips, too. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. Sometimes we to a campsite and go hiking on weekends. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. During this time, Paul and I go fishing in the river and our fish on a fire.

a. correct

b. incorrect

6. In the summer, we usually to Europe or South America for a few months.

a. correct

b. incorrect

7. Paul organizes everything about the trip, and we usually have a great time.

a. correct

b. incorrect

8. No matter what we do together, I always his company!

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. b. incorrect

2. a. correct

3. a. correct

4. b. incorrect

5. b. incorrect

6. b. incorrect

7. a. correct

8. b. incorrect

Unit 1: What Is a Paragraph?
Activity 7: Identifying Sentences and Fragments
A sentence without a verb is called a fragment. Identify each of the following as a sentence or a fragment.
1. Did you the dishwasher? 

a. sentence

b. fragment
2. The snowplows did not clear the roads this morning.

a. sentence

b. fragment

3. Coffee grown in many South American countries.

a. sentence

b. fragment

4. I liked learning a language in high school.

a. sentence

b. fragment

5. There is not enough olive oil in the vegetables.

a. sentence

b. fragment

6. The pie crust nicely.

a. sentence

b. fragment

7. Do not the hot oven!
a. sentence

b. fragment

8. Mary broke her arm after she fell off her bike.

a. sentence

b. fragment

Answer Key:
1. b. fragment
2. a. sentence

3. b. fragment
4. a. sentence

5. a. sentence

6. b. fragment
7. b. fragment
8. a. sentence

Unit 2: Developing Ideas for Writing a Paragraph

Activity 1: Brainstorming
Read the topic below. Then decide which of the following brainstorm ideas would be best to include in a paragraph about the topic.
Topic: Staying safe in public places
1. looking both ways before crossing the road

a. include

b. leave out

2. knowing where the emergency exits are

a. include

b. leave out

3. restaurants serving bread for free
a. include

b. leave out

4. clams being a tasty addition to the spaghetti sauce

a. include

b. leave out

5. wearing reflectors on your shoes when biking at night 

a. include

b. leave out

6. not panicking in an emergency situation

a. include

b. leave out

7. using the stairs instead of the elevator during a fire

a. include

b. leave out

8. a toddler learning to walk 

a. include

b. leave out

Answer Key:
1. a. include

2. a. include

3. b. leave out

4. b. leave out

5. a. include

6. a. include

7. a. include

8. b. leave out

Unit 2: Developing Ideas for Writing a Paragraph

Activity 2: Brainstorming
Read the topic below. Then decide which of the following brainstorm ideas would be best to include in a paragraph about the topic.

Topic: Keeping tropical fish
1. correct water temperature

a. include

b. leave out

2. keeping fish in the same tank together

a. include

b. leave out

3. not too many fish in the tank

a. include

b. leave out

4. some pets need to be walked

a. include

b. leave out

5. do not overfeed your fish

a. include

b. leave out

6. a filter to keep the tank clean

a. include

b. leave out

7. it is too windy to go fishing today

a. include

b. leave out

8. turtles and the rocks they climb on 

a. include

b. leave out

Answer Key:
1. a. include
2. a. include
3. a. include
4. b. leave out
5. a. include
6. a. include
7. b. leave out
8. b. leave out

Unit 2: Developing Ideas for Writing a Paragraph

Activity 3: Brainstorming
Read the topic below. Then decide which of the following brainstorm ideas would be best to include in a paragraph about the topic.

Topic: Learning to draw
1. books about making line drawings 

a. include
b. leave out

2. materials needed for drawing

a. include
b. leave out

3. a sewing needle and red, blue, and green thread

a. include
b. leave out

4. paper, pencils, and charcoal 

a. include
b. leave out

5. painting colors outside the lines

a. include
b. leave out

6. the doll collection inside the glass case

a. include
b. leave out

7. drawing simple shapes

a. include
b. leave out

8. practice knitting a scarf

a. include
b. leave out

Answer Key:
1. a. include
2. a. include
3. b. leave out
4. a. include
5. b. leave out
6. b. leave out
7. a. include
8. b. leave out

Unit 2: Developing Ideas for Writing a Paragraph
Activity 4: Subject-Verb Agreement
Indicate whether the subject-verb agreement in each sentence is correct or incorrect.
1. Jim Tucker buy a new pickup truck every two years.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. He wants a pickup truck because he thinks they are the best value for his money.

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. Jim pays for the new trucks with cash after he sell the old ones.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. The trucks have a good resale value, and he take good care of them while he own them.

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. He buys the trucks from the Greenville truck dealer in his town.
a. correct

b. incorrect

6. He is such a regular customer that the dealer give him a good deal on the purchase of his new trucks.  
a. correct

b. incorrect

7. Pickup trucks are very well built and very popular among farmers, ranchers, and loggers.

a. correct

b. incorrect

8. Because he is a busy rancher with a need for a dependable truck, it makes sense for him to regularly invest in a new one.

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. b. incorrect

2. a. correct

3. b. incorrect

4. b. incorrect

5. a. correct

6. b. incorrect

7. a. correct

8. a. correct

Unit 2: Developing Ideas for Writing a Paragraph
Activity 5: Subject-Verb Agreement
Indicate whether the subject-verb agreement in each sentence is correct or incorrect.

1. Mike go down to the river every few days to fish for catfish.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. It takes him 15 minutes to walk down to the river.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. He loves to fish because it is so peaceful. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. He also loves the excitement of the catch.

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. Mike regularly catches fish and bring them home for dinner.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

6. His mother, Maria, clean and guts the fish.

a. correct

b. incorrect

7. Then she either cook them for dinner or freezes them for later use.

a. correct

b. incorrect

8. Mike knows that his fishing is both an enjoyable pastime as well as a help to his family.

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key: 

1. b. incorrect

2. a. correct

3. a. correct

4. a. correct

5. b. incorrect

6. b. incorrect

7. b. incorrect

8. a. correct

Unit 2: Developing Ideas for Writing a Paragraph
Activity 6: Subject-Verb Agreement
Indicate whether the subject-verb agreement in each sentence is correct or incorrect.

1. I do not like to eat lima beans.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. To me, they taste terrible and feels mushy in my mouth.

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. My mother serve lima beans twice a week.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. She know that I do not like them, but she thinks they are healthy for me.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. She tells me that she did not like them when she was younger, but now she enjoy eating lima beans.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

6. She likes to put butter on them.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

7. I have tried to eat them many times, but they always make me feel sick. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

8. I dislike them so much that when she serves them, I feed the lima beans to our dog, Sandy. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. a. correct

2. b. incorrect

3. b. incorrect

4. b. incorrect

5. b. incorrect

6. a. correct

7. a. correct

8. a. correct

Unit 2: Developing Ideas for Writing a Paragraph
Activity 7: Subject-Verb Agreement
Indicate whether the subject-verb agreement in each sentence is correct or incorrect.

1. My car makes a strange noise lately whenever I drive it, and this worries me.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. When I make a sharp right turn, there is a clicking sound that comes from the front of the car.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. It make the noise as soon as I start to make a turn.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. The car is not very old, and otherwise it drive well.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. I need to take it to the auto repair shop and ask a mechanic to look at it.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

6. My father, who knows a lot about cars, think that it is a damaged wheel bearing and it will cost a lot of money to fix.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

7. This car has been very reliable over the years, and it is fun to drive.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

8. If the noise turn out to be a bad wheel bearing, it will be the first major repair needed on my car.

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. a. correct

2. a. correct

3. b. incorrect

4. b. incorrect

5. a. correct

6. b. incorrect

7. a. correct

8. b. incorrect

Unit 3: The Topic Sentence
Activity 1: Recognizing Effective Topic Sentences

Choose the best topic sentence for each topic.
1. Topic: Low airline fares

a. Today there are so many different airlines competing for passengers that inexpensive fares can be found very easily.

b. A round-trip airfare from a busy hub such as New York to the west coast can be found for as low as $400.
2. Topic: Mary’s yard sale treasures 

a. Last year, Mary bought an iron bed, a rocking chair, and a filing cabinet for $25, and they were all in good condition.

b. My friend Mary has excellent luck finding fabulous buys at neighborhood yard sales.
3. Topic: A good roommate

a. A good roommate has four important qualities.

b. The person needs to be responsible about paying his or her share of the bills.

4. Topic: The importance of saving

a. It is always a good idea to have some money tucked away for emergencies.

b. Sometimes, unexpected expenses occur. 

5. Topic: Hobbies  

a. My brother Patrick likes to paint pictures.

b. There are as many different hobbies as there are different people.

6. Topic: Maple syrup

a. The production of maple syrup is a very interesting process.  
b. You can use sugar, honey, or syrup in cooking.

Answer Key:
1. a. Today there are so many different airlines competing for passengers that inexpensive fares can be found very easily.
2. b. My friend Mary has excellent luck finding fabulous buys at neighborhood yard sales.
3. a. A good roommate has four important qualities.
4. a. It is always a good idea to have some money tucked away for emergencies.
5. b. There are as many different hobbies as there are different people.
6. a. The production of maple syrup is a very interesting process.  
Unit 3: The Topic Sentence

Activity 2: Recognizing Controlling Ideas 
Identify the controlling idea in each topic sentence.
1. Filling the woodstove with wood is a difficult chore.  

a. difficult chore
b. filling the woodstove

2. The most beautiful part of the autumn season is the changing colors of the leaves. 

a. changing colors of the leaves

b. the autumn season

3. The proper maintenance of a piano includes cleaning and tuning.

a. proper maintenance

b. cleaning and tuning

4. Knitting can be a relaxing and productive hobby.

a. relaxing and productive hobby
b. knitting
5. My grandmother always welcomed the neighborhood children into her home.

a. welcomed the neighborhood children

b. my grandmother

6. The Shawgunk River provides food to many local families.

a. Shawgunk River 

b. provides food, local families

Answer Key:
1. a. difficult chore
2. a. changing colors of the leaves
3. b. cleaning and tuning
4. a. relaxing and productive hobby
5. a. welcomed the neighborhood children
6. b. provides food, local families

Unit 3: The Topic Sentence
Activity 3: Recognizing Controlling Ideas

Identify the controlling idea in each topic sentence.

1. Winter can be extremely challenging in the Northeast.

a. winter
b. extremely challenging

2. Spring is always a welcome relief from winter.

a. spring

b. welcome relief from winter

3. Many families choose to go on vacation in summer.

a. families

b. vacation in summer

4. When planning a vacation, it is important to bring the right clothing.

a. bring the right clothing

b. planning a vacation

5. Summer is not a good time to visit the desert.

a. not a good time to visit the desert

b. summer

6. Teenagers can find many part-time jobs in summer.

a. teenagers find

b. many part-time jobs in summer

7. The best family holiday memory I have is renting a house by the ocean.

a. best family memory

b. renting a house by the ocean

8. Autumn weather is beautiful but unpredictable.

a. beautiful but unpredictable

b. autumn weather

Answer Key:
1. b. extremely challenging
2. b. welcome relief from winter
3. b. vacation in summer
4. a. bring the right clothing
5. a. not a good time to visit the desert
6. b. many part-time jobs in summer
7. b. renting a house by the ocean
8. a. beautiful but unpredictable

Unit 3: The Topic Sentence
Activity 4: Recognizing Good Topic Sentences 

Read each topic sentence. Then decide if the topic sentence is too general or if it has a strong controlling idea.
1. The trip was terrible.

a. too general

b. strong controlling ideas

2. The hurricane did considerable damage to the houses along the coast.

a. too general

b. strong controlling ideas

3. The teacher was upset.

a. too general

b. strong controlling ideas

4. My mother always took the time to cook us a well-balanced dinner.

a. too general

b. strong controlling ideas

5. My grandfather encouraged me to follow my desire to be an artist.

a. too general

b. strong controlling ideas

6. Music is neat.

a. too general

b. strong controlling ideas

7. I love camping.

a. too general

b. strong controlling ideas

8. The Rocky Mountains in Colorado have some of the worst avalanches in the U.S.

a. too general

b. strong controlling ideas

Answer Key:
1. a. too general
2. b. strong controlling ideas
3. a. too general
4. b. strong controlling ideas
5. b. strong controlling ideas
6. a. too general
7. a. too general
8. b. strong controlling ideas

Unit 3: The Topic Sentence
Activity 5: Writing Topic Sentences

The paragraph below is missing a topic sentence. Read the paragraph and choose the best topic sentence.
[NOTE: Set WOL as shown below. No paragraph indent.]
________________________________________________________ She likes to camp and has gone camping with me many times before. She said that we needed a new sleeping bag and a new flashlight. I went to the sporting goods store at the intersection of Main and Darling Streets to buy the items because they were having a sale on camping equipment. I bought a red sleeping bag, a small stove, and a new flashlight. My wife is very happy with my purchases. She and I will have a lot of fun camping with the new items.

a. They had a large selection of camping supplies on sale today.

b. I went to the store to buy some camping supplies.  

c. My wife and I are going camping this weekend. 

Answer Key: c. My wife and I are going camping this weekend. 

Unit 3: The Topic Sentence
Activity 6 Writing Topic Sentences

The paragraph below is missing a topic sentence. Read the paragraph and choose the best topic sentence.

[NOTE: Set WOL as shown below. No paragraph indent.]

________________________________________________________ He is from Italy, and he has a strong Italian accent, which I like. He has been cutting hair for about 30 years, 10 years in Italy and 20 years in the United States. Sometimes the barbershop is crowded with customers, and you have to wait a long time. Today is Monday, and on Mondays there is not usually a wait to get a haircut. I went into the barbershop, and Luigi was able to take me right away. He gave me a haircut while he told me about his new horse named Bella. It is always nice to get a haircut from Luigi, the Italian barber.

a. Luigi bought a new horse named Bella.

b. I went into town to get a haircut at my favorite barber, Luigi.
c. Luigi the barber has never lost his accent, even after 20 years in the United States.

Answer Key: b. I went into town to get a haircut at my favorite barber, Luigi.

Unit 3: The Topic Sentence

Activity 7: Sentence Fragments and Comma Splices

Read the following sentences. Indicate whether the sentences are correct or contain a sentence fragment or comma splice.

1. It is really cold out today. Even the birds that usually eat at our feeders have disappeared. Due to the extreme cold.

a. correct

b. sentence fragment

c. comma splice
2. Although the outside temperature is average for this time of year. There is a strong wind, and the wind chill factor makes the temperature feel even colder.

a. correct

b. sentence fragment

c. comma splice

3. It has been warm all this week, today the temperature really dropped.  

a. correct

b. sentence fragment

c. comma splice

4. Even though it is so cold. I will still go out for a walk. 

a. correct

b. sentence fragment

c. comma splice

5. It is really beautiful here in the valley when the sun shines. Walking in the cold air makes me feel good.

a. correct

b. sentence fragment

c. comma splice

6. The weather report says it will be frigid cold like this for another three days. I will bundle up in many layers of clothing. When I go outside.  

a. correct

b. sentence fragment

c. comma splice

7. I will be sure to wear my hat, scarf, gloves, and of course my winter coat, I will even wear the face mask that I usually wear when I go skiing.  

a. correct

b. sentence fragment

c. comma splice

8. Many people do not like extreme winters and will purposely live further south where the weather is milder. I like the variety of four seasons and hope to stay in this area for many winters to come.

a. correct

b. sentence fragment

c. comma splice

Answer Key:
1. b. sentence fragment

2. b. sentence fragment

3. c. comma splice

4. b. sentence fragment

5. a. correct

6. b. sentence fragment

7. c. comma splice

8. a. correct

Unit 4: Supporting and Concluding Sentences
Activity 1: Predicting Paragraph Content from Controlling Ideas

Read each topic sentence. Then predict the kind of information you will find in the paragraph. Choose the best answer.

1. There is a lack of affordable housing across the United States.

a. Many of the nation’s poorest people are living in the street or in homeless shelters.

b. This real estate agent focuses primarily on second homes for vacation purposes.

2. Personal coaching is a new business trend in which “coaches” are hired by people who need encouragement and check-in appointments to track progress in accomplishing a goal or project. 

a. There are many funds and grants available for starting a new business if you know where to look.

b. If you have trouble with time management, for example, you might hire someone like this to help you organize your tasks and assignments. 

3. It is important for businesses to establish professional dress codes in order to project a certain image.

a. Business suits are acceptable for both men and women.

b. Inexpensive uniforms can be purchased online and delivered to your home.

4. Due to increasing cell phone use, the greater number of telephone towers has created hazardous conditions for the wild bird population.

a. Smaller, more compact cell phones are now for sale, and they come in a variety of colors.

b. Every day, birds across the country are losing their lives as they collide into new towers that have been built on their habitual flight paths.

Answer Key:
1. a. Many of the nation’s poorest people are living in the street or in homeless shelters.

2. b. If you have trouble with time management, for example, you might hire someone like this to help you organize your tasks and assignments. 

3. a. Business suits are acceptable for both men and women.

4. b. Every day, birds across the country are losing their lives as they collide into new towers that have been built on their habitual flight paths.

Unit 4: Supporting and Concluding Sentences
Activity 2: Matching Supporting and Topic Sentences

Choose the correct topic sentence for each supporting sentence.
1. Supporting sentence: Because it is an island nation, healthy seafood is abundant here. 

a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

2. Supporting sentence: When you do not have time to cook, fast food may seem like a good option.
a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

3. Supporting sentence: More and more people are now watching their fat intake, so they try to avoid eating a lot of fatty burgers, chicken nuggets, and french fries.
a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

4. Supporting sentence: Along with fresh fish, many varieties of seaweed and other green vegetables containing necessary vitamins are a part of every meal. 

a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

5. Supporting sentence: Items can be stir-fried in very little oil and cooked quickly and healthfully. 

a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

6. Supporting sentence: Unprocessed foods, like fresh vegetables and whole grains, are part of a heart-happy regimen. 

a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

7. Supporting sentence: Not only are the food items unhealthy, the beverages often contain many calories as well.
a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

8. Supporting sentence: Diets that are high in fat can lead to a variety of health problems, including obesity and heart disease.
a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

Answer Key:
1. b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

2. a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

3. a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

4. b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

5. b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

6. b. Topic sentence: Japanese cuisine is known for its healthy food components.

7. a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

8. a. Topic sentence: Fast food, though convenient, is unhealthy and high in calories and fat.

Unit 4: Supporting and Concluding Sentences
Activity 3: Asking Questions about Topic Sentences

Read each topic sentence. Then decide which question the supporting sentences should answer.

1. The best tea is made using loose leaves and boiling water.

a. Where can you find loose leaves? 

b. Do most people prefer tea or coffee?

2. Jimmy’s favorite birthday present this year was a new weight-lifting set.

a. What was included in the weight-lifting set?

b. Where did Jimmy set up the weight-lifting set?

3. Some of the most beautiful shoreline views can be found along the coast of Maine.

a. What other beautiful things can be found in Maine?

b. What specific things can you see on this shoreline?

4. The Leaning Tower of Pisa is famous for its easily recognizable architecture.

a. Why do people visit the Leaning Tower of Pisa?

b. What types of architectural elements are used in the tower?

Answer Key:
1. a. Where can you find loose leaves? 
2. a. What was included in the weight-lifting set?
3. b. What specific things can you see on this shoreline?
4. b. What types of architectural elements are used in the tower?

Unit 4: Supporting and Concluding Sentences
Activity 4: Asking for More Information about Topic Sentences
Look at the list of controlling questions and determine the correct topic sentence.
1. Controlling questions:
Where did you buy it? 





Who mailed it?





When did you order it? 





When was it expected to arrive?

Topic sentence:

a. Last week, I should have received my new fountain pen in the mail, but I think it got lost.

b. My brother Stan has a very nice fountain pen that he was going to send to me. 

2. Controlling questions:
What does she serve with the turkey?





When does she serve it?





Who is in the family?





Where does she serve it?

Topic sentence:

a. My mother makes the best roast beef sandwiches in the world, and I try to be available whenever she is in the mood to make them.

b. My mother serves a full turkey dinner in the dining room to my family every week.  

3. Controlling questions:
How many people were coming to the party?





What time did he go to the store?





How crowded was the store? 





How long was his list?

Topic sentence:

a. I went to the grocery store the day before the barbecue to buy all the food items as well as the paper goods. 

b. The department store was having a sale on camping equipment.  
Answer Key:
1. a. Last week, I should have received my new fountain pen in the mail, but I think it got lost.
2. b. My mother serves a full turkey dinner in the dining room to my family every week.  

3. a. I went to the grocery store the day before the barbecue to buy all the food items as well as the paper goods. 

Unit 4: Supporting and Concluding Sentences
Activity 5: Identifying Supporting Sentences

In the following paragraph, determine if each underlined, numbered sentence is a good supporting sentence or an unrelated sentence.
[NOTE: Pls indent paragraph. Also, pls set UL as shown.]


My dog Chutney likes to eat dog treats although I think it is essential that he gets them only as a reward for good behavior. It is important to me that he is motivated by food because it makes training him so much easier. If I ask him to sit, he knows I will give him a treat if he does what I asked him to do. (1) I also give him a treat if he rolls over when I give the command. (2) Some dogs do not like to roll over. (3) His favorite treats are the brown ones that are shaped like a bone. When we go for a walk on the road, I give him the command “with me” when there is a car coming. (4) If he responds immediately by walking right next to me until the car has passed, then he gets a treat from my pocket. I have to have a good supply of dog treats on hand whenever we go for a walk on the road. That is the most important situation where he has to respond immediately to stay out of danger. He really is a good dog and as a result, he ends up eating many treats every day.

1. Sentence 1

a. good supporting sentence

b. unrelated sentence

2. Sentence 2
a. good supporting sentence

b. unrelated sentence

3. Sentence 3
a. good supporting sentence

b. unrelated sentence

4. Sentence 4
a. good supporting sentence

b. unrelated sentence

Answer Key:
1. a. good supporting sentence

2. b. unrelated sentence

3. b. unrelated sentence

4. a. good supporting sentence

Unit 4: Supporting and Concluding Sentences
Activity 6: Identifying Key Nouns and Replacement Pronouns

The underlined nouns in the following sentences are key nouns. For each blank, choose the correct pronoun for each key noun.
1. Cross-country skis are much lighter now than they used to be. _________ are now made using composite materials and space-age adhesives.

a. It

b. They

c. We

2. Our singing group was invited to sing at the county fair. _________ are very excited about this opportunity to get public exposure.

a. It

b. They

c. We

3. I bought a new light bulb for my bed-side lamp. _________ casts a yellow light and should look nice in my bedroom.

a. It

b. They

c. We

4. The horses next door love to run in the field. _________ go out early in the morning and race each other around the pasture.

a. It

b. They

c. We

5. I saw a mouse run under the refrigerator. _________ was so cute with its little nose and big ears.

a. It

b. They

c. We

Answer Key:
1. b. They
2. c. We
3. a. It
4. b. The
5. a. It
Unit 4: Supporting and Concluding Sentences
Activity 7: Analyzing Paragraphs 

Read the paragraph. Then answer the questions.
[NOTE: Pls indent paragraph.]


(1) My next-door neighbor and I are going to put up a fence between our two properties so that each of us will feel that we have more privacy. (2) I am supplying the fence materials, and he is bringing the post-hole digger, paint, and paint sprayer. (3) He and I will dig the holes and set the posts this afternoon. (4) My daughter has a dancing lesson today, but my wife can take her there. (5) We will start working on the fence again tomorrow morning. (6) We will then paint the fence a dark green using his paint sprayer. (7) When it is finished being installed, the fence will look good from both our perspectives.

1. Identify the topic sentence.

a. Sentence 1

b. Sentence 7 
2. Identify a sentence that determines when the work discussed in the topic sentence will begin.

a. Sentence 3
b. Sentence 4 
3. Identify the sentence that determines who will contribute the materials for the work discussed in the topic sentence.

a. Sentence 2
b. Sentence 4
4. Identify the sentence that determines what actions will be taken for the work discussed in the topic sentence.
a. Sentence 7

b. Sentence 3
5. Identify the sentence that does not support the controlling idea of the topic sentence.

a. Sentence 4

b. Sentence 6 
6. Identify the concluding sentence.

a. Sentence 1
b. Sentence 7
Answer Key:
1. a. Sentence 1

2. a. Sentence 3
3. a. Sentence 2
4. b. Sentence 2 
5. a. Sentence 4
6. b. Sentence 7

Unit 5: Paragraph Review
Activity 1: Correcting Errors in a Paragraph

Read the paragraph below. Identify the type of error in each numbered sentence.
[NOTE: Pls do NOT indent this paragraph.]
(1) I watched a road rally on TV last night. (2) It was a winter rally that took place in sweden, and it was awesome. (3) The cars were moving really fast down those icy Country roads. (4) One of the cars went “turtle up,” flipping over on its roof, That was not the only accident either. (5) although the driver was able to walk away from the car seemingly unhurt, it was still a frightening accident. (6) A rally like that is fun to watch, I do not think I would ever ride in a rally since I am too much of a “scaredy-cat.”

1. Sentence 1

a. indentation

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

2. Sentence 2

a. indentation

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

3. Sentence 3

a. indentation

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

4. Sentence 4

a. indentation

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

5. Sentence 5

a. indentation

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

6. Sentence 6

a. indentation

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

7. Sentence 7

a. indentation

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

Answer Key:
1. a. indentation
2. b. capitalization
3. b. capitalization
4. c. punctuation
5. b. capitalization
6. c. punctuation
Unit 5: Paragraph Review
Activity 2: Correcting Errors in a Paragraph

Read the paragraph below. Identify whether each numbered sentence has a capitalization error, has a punctuation error, or is correct.
[NOTE: Pls be sure to indent the paragraph below.]


(1) I want to paint the two new cabinets Tomorrow. (2) I will bring the cabinets outside to do the job so that it will not smell so bad in the house. (3) I hope that the outside temperature is warm enough. (4) I have been waiting almost a week. for the weather to warm up. (5) I will need to buy paint, and a brush before I start. (6) I am going to paint the cabinets Red. (7) It should take me about an hour to complete. (8) it will look nice when the cabinets are done.  

1. Sentence 1

a. correct

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

2. Sentence 2

a. correct

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

3. Sentence 3

a. correct

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

4. Sentence 4

a. correct

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

5. Sentence 5

a. correct

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

6. Sentence 6

a. correct

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

7. Sentence 7

a. correct

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

8. Sentence 8

a. correct

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

Answer Key:
1. b. capitalization
2. a. correct
3. a. correct
4. c. punctuation
5. c. punctuation
6. b. capitalization
7. a. correct
8. b. capitalization
Unit 5: Paragraph Review
Activity 3: Sequencing Information

The following sentences make up a paragraph, but they are not in the best order. Read the sentences and number them from 1 to 8 to indicate the best order. 

a. ___ She turned the burner to medium, and, after letting the liquid come to a boil, she let the soup simmer for one hour.  

b. ___ Finally, she added a bunch of fresh herbs tied up in a small net bag as well as a box of egg noodles, and when these were cooked, the soup was ready. 

c. ___ Then she got out the cutting board, along with her sharpest cutting knife, and chopped the chicken into smaller pieces.

d. ___ I cannot wait to try this recipe myself. 

e. ___ Last night, I watched a cooking show on television with a woman chef who showed the audience how to follow a simple recipe for chicken soup.  

f. ___ After the soup simmered for an hour, she strained the broth through a sieve, removed the bones, and added the meat back into the broth.

g. ___ The first thing she did was take the chicken out of the refrigerator and wash it carefully, inside and out.  

h. ___ The chef placed the pieces of chicken into a large pot, which she filled with water, and then she put it on the stove.  

Answer Key:
a. 5

b. 7

c. 3

d. 8

e. 1

f. 6

g. 2

h. 4 

Unit 5: Paragraph Review
Activity 4: Sequencing Information

The following sentences make up a paragraph, but they are not in the best order. Read the sentences and number them from 1 to 8 to indicate the best order. 

a. ___ The winter allowed me to review a diversity of cultural traditions by teaching about the various holidays that take place during this “holiday season.”

b. ___ The Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday provided ample opportunity to study civil rights, leadership, and bravery. In February, we looked at a few American leaders around President’s Day as well as looked at the contributions of different African Americans.

c. ___ April was a great month for teaching about spring in general and doing hands-on-activities like coloring eggs. 

d. ___ When the school year started in September, I taught and reviewed vocabulary words related to autumn and the concept of ripening and harvest.

e. ___ When I was teaching ESL to elementary school children, I loved using American holidays as part of my curriculum. 

f. ___ November was the month that my students learned about Thanksgiving and the American foods and traditions that come with it.

g. ___ May and June always seemed to disappear fairly quickly as the end of the school year and summer vacation approached once again.

h. __ The following month brought bats, jack-o-lanterns, and phrases like “trick-or-treat” to my classroom lessons.

Answer Key:
a. 5

b. 6

c. 7

d. 2

e. 1

f. 4

g. 8

h. 3

Unit 5: Paragraph Review
Activity 5: Count Nouns
Identify the underlined word in each sentence as a singular count noun or a plural count noun.
1. Washing the kitchen sink is easy if you do it step by step.  

a. singular count noun

b. plural count noun
2. First, take a new green sponge from under the sink and unwrap it.  

a. singular count noun

b. plural count noun

3. Rinse the sink with hot water and be sure that all large pieces of debris have been washed down the drain.    

a. singular count noun

b. plural count noun

4. Then wet the sponge with hot water and apply a small portion of liquid soap.  

a. singular count noun

b. plural count noun

5. Start scrubbing the sink using circular motions.  

a. singular count noun

b. plural count noun

6. There should be plenty of bubbles from the soap. 

a. singular count noun

b. plural count noun

7. After you have rinsed the entire sink, rinse the sponge with hot water as well and put it away in the cabinet under the sink.  

a. singular count noun

b. plural count noun

8. Your sink should have a shiny, new look once again.

a. singular count noun

b. plural count noun

Answer Key:
1. a. singular count noun
2. a. singular count noun
3. b. plural count noun
4. a. singular count noun
5. b. plural count noun
6. b. plural count noun
7. a. singular count noun
8. a. singular count noun
Unit 5: Paragraph Review
Activity 6: Articles

Complete each sentence with the correct article.
1. Buying batteries for a digital camera is _____ easy task. 

a. a

b. an

c. the

2. The first thing you should do is read _____ owner’s manual that came with your camera.  

a. a

b. an

c. the

3. It should tell you _____ kind of batteries to use.  

a. a

b. an

c. the

4. It may say to use just regular alkaline batteries, but nickel metal hydride (NiMH) batteries last longer. _____ NiMH batteries can be recharged.  

a. a

b. an

c. the

5. You will have to buy _____ NiMH charger to do this.  

a. a

b. an

c. the

6. When you buy _____charger, make sure it will charge the correct battery size you will be using for your camera.  

a. a

b. an

c. the

7. Nowadays, you can buy NiMH batteries at most department stores, and _____ prices are quite reasonable, too.

a. a

b. an

c. the

8. In general, having batteries on hand for your digital camera is _____ good idea.

a. a

b. an

c. the

Answer Key:
1. b. an
2. c. the
3. c. the
4. c. the
5. a. a
6. c. the
7. c. the
8. a. a

Unit 5: Paragraph Review
Activity 7: Correcting Articles

Complete each sentence with the correct article.

1. My cat Merlin is _____ crazy cat. 
a. a

b. an

c. the

2. He loves to jump up on top of high things, such as _____ cabinet or shelf 
a. a

b. an

c. the

3. Yesterday he climbed up on _____ grandfather clock in my bedroom.

a. a

b. an

c. the

4. He also likes to sleep on _____ tallest bookshelf in the living room.  

a. a

b. an

c. the

5. When he was just _____ little kitten, he used to love to swing on the lace curtains that hang on the living room windows.

a. a

b. an

c. the

6. He is _____ animal of great curiosity and playfulness. 

a. a

b. an

c. the

7. If there is _____ commotion anywhere in the house, I can always be sure to find Merlin at the scene.

a. a

b. an

c. the

Answer Key:
1. a. a
2. a. a
3. c. the
4. c. the
5. a. a
6. b. an
7. a. a

Unit 6: Definition Paragraphs
Activity 1: Quotation Marks

Indicate whether the punctuation in each sentence has correct use of quotation marks.

1. Although the dictionary defines the word puppy as “a young dog or pup,” I think the definition should be “a warm, playful bundle of fuzzy love.”  

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. According to The American Heritage Dictionary, to indict means to accuse of a crime or other offense.

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. Although the dictionary definition of dramatic is resembling a drama in emotional content or progression, the word clearly has different shades of meaning depending on how it is used.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. “A disadvantage or inconvenience” is the dictionary definition of drawback.  

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. The child looked up the word leek and found the definition “a plant related to the onion” and having a white, slender bulb and dark-green leaves.
a. correct

b. incorrect

6. Some meanings differ from dictionary to dictionary, but for a typical word, such as regretful, the meaning in many dictionaries would most likely be “full of regret or sorrow.”  

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. a. correct

2. b. incorrect
3. b. incorrect
4. a. correct
5. b. incorrect
6. a. correct
Unit 6: Definition Paragraphs
Activity 2: Quotation Marks

Indicate whether the punctuation in each sentence has correct use of quotation marks.
1. Mary ran along the sidelines cheering on her boys and yelling Go boys, go! “You can do it!”

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. Bobby quietly said, “Sit, please,” to his young pup, and the dog responded immediately by sitting down.

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. After opening each present, the child enthusiastically said, “Thank you!” 

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. When asked about how he liked his tea, the stranger politely replied, “I’d like sugar and milk in my tea, please.”

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. Who was it that said, give me liberty or give me death? 

a. correct

b. incorrect

6. The four-year old girl had sticky fingers and a mouth smeared with ice cream when she said, Chocolate is my “favorite” flavor.
a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. b. incorrect
2. a. correct
3. a. correct
4. a. correct
5. b. incorrect
6. b. incorrect
Unit 6: Definition Paragraphs
Activity 3: Sequencing Sentences

The following sentences make up a paragraph, but they are not in the best order. Read the sentences and number them from 1 to 7 to indicate the best order. 

a. ___ The first thing I did was to go to the garden shed to get the gas can to fill the snow-blower with gas.  

b. ___ Finally, I went inside feeling pleased that I did such a good job in getting the snow-blower started and blowing away all that snow from my driveway. 

c. ___ I finished removing the snow from my driveway in no time, and I put the snow-blower back into the garage.  

d. ___ I got a big screwdriver and used that to chop away the ice.  

e. ___ Then I attempted to start the snow-blower, and luckily, it started on the second pull of the pull-starter cord.  

f. ___ After I got the gas can and filled up the gas tank, I had to chop away the ice that was obstructing the blower rotor blade.  

g. ___ Today I had to go out and use the snow-blower to get rid of the snow on our driveway.  

Answer Key:
a. 2

b. 7

c. 6

d. 4

e. 5

f. 3

g. 1

Unit 6: Definition Paragraphs
Activity 4: Simple Adjective Clauses

Complete each sentence with the correct relative pronoun.
1. Owning a motorcycle is a big responsibility ______ not every person can handle.  

a. that

b. who

2. You have to provide the maintenance ______ will keep it in good working order.  

a. that

b. who

3. You are the person ______ has to insure that the brakes, the lights, the blinkers, and the gas line are all working properly.  

a. that

b. who

4. You also must have it registered and have the required driver’s insurance ______ will protect you in the case of an accident.

a. that

b. who

5. It is not a good idea to lend your motorcycle to friends ______ might not take the same care with it as you.  

a. that

b. who

6. If you are sensible and conscientious about riding and maintaining the bike ______ means so much to you, then you will have a lot of fun and many fond memories of riding the open roads.

a. that

b. who

Answer Key:
1. a. that
2. a. that
3. b. who
4. a. that
5. b. who
6. a. that

Unit 6: Definition Paragraphs
Activity 5: Simple Adjective Clauses

Complete each sentence with the correct relative pronoun.

1. Before sunrise today, I went down to Tom’s to feed and water the chickens _______ he keeps for eggs.  

a. that

b. which

c. who

2. Just last week, I was down there and Tom, _______ was going on vacation for a week, asked me if I could take care of his chickens while he was away.  

a. that

b. which

c. who

3. The chickens were still roosting when I got there, but they started clucking when I filled up their food trough, _______ was empty, and topped-off their water bucket.  

a. that

b. which

c. who

4. Luckily, there were three eggs for the taking, and I knew they would make a nice breakfast for me and my wife, _______ was still sleeping back at my house. 

a. that

b. which

c. who

5. I walked home in the quiet morning, thinking about the clucking chickens _______ were happily eating their breakfast back at Tom’s.

a. that

b. which

c. who

6. Also, I was eagerly thinking about my breakfast of fresh eggs and buttered toast, _______ I was going to prepare as soon as I arrived home. 

a. that

b. which

c. who

Answer Key:
1. a. that
2. c. who
3. b. which
4. c. who
5. a. that
6. b. which

Unit 6: Definition Paragraphs
Activity 6: Sentence Combining
Complete each sentence with the best connecting word.
1. The road conditions were bad, _____ I was able to drive safely to my destination.

a. and

b. but

c. or

d. so

2. Last spring, it rained a lot, _____ many people had floods in their basements.

a. and

b. but

c. or

d. so

3. We can see the movie in the theater now, _____ we can wait until the DVD comes out.
a. and

b. but

c. or

d. so

4. She really loved horses, _____ she was a good trainer, so she was the number one choice for being hired as a guide for that company.  

a. and

b. but

c. or

d. so

5. There is a lot of snow melting in the mountains in early spring, _____ the rivers are swollen and present a greater risk of flooding. 

a. and

b. but

c. or

d. so

6. My grandmother has good eyesight, _____ she needs a lot of light when she reads.

a. and

b. but

c. or

d. so

Answer Key:
1. b. but
2. d. so
3. c. or
4. a. and
5. d. so
6. b. but
Unit 6: Definition Paragraphs
Activity 7: Sentence Combining 

Determine if the information in the four separate sentences is accurately represented in the combined sentence.
1. Separate Sentences: 
Computer Services is a department. 
It meets every two weeks. 
Important matters are discussed at the meetings. 
Other departments have been invited to join their meeting in two weeks.

Combined Sentence: 
Computer Services meets as a department every two weeks to discuss matters important to our department, and we will extend an invitation to each of your departments to join us for one of our meetings.

a. Information is accurately represented.

b. Information is NOT accurately represented.
2. Separate Sentences: 
We were thinking that you could do a presentation. 
The presentation could be about your department. 
We want to better understand your academic program.
We want to better understand the service you provide to learners, alums, and other employees.

Combined Sentence: 
What we had in mind was a presentation about your department so that we can better understand your academic program or the service your department provides to learners, alums, and other employees.
a. Information is accurately represented.

b. Information is NOT accurately represented.

3. Separate Sentences: 
Our goal is to use this meeting to get to know you and your team better. 
We want to work together as a unified organization 
We want to better serve your technology needs.
You, in turn, will support the needs of learners, alums, employees, etc. 

Combined Sentence: 
It is our goal to use this meeting to get to know you and your team better so that we can work together as a unified organization and better serve your technology needs as you, in turn, support the needs of learners, alums, employees, etc. 

a. Information is accurately represented.

b. Information is NOT accurately represented.

4. Separate Sentences: 
You can present in person. 
You can present by phone. 
You can use handouts or not. 
Please plan to have your presentation be at least 30 to 40 minutes in length.

Combined Sentence: 
The presentation can be in person or via phone, can include handouts or not, can be as brief as you would like, but preferably not more than 30 minutes in length.
a. Information is accurately represented.

b. Information is NOT accurately represented.

5. Separate Sentences: 
The presentation does not need to be formal. 
You do not need to provide us with an agenda or notes. 
You could wear casual clothing. 
You could join us for informal questions and answers.

Combined Sentence: 
It does not need to be anything formal and could include joining us for informal questions and answers. 

a. Information is accurately represented.

b. Information is NOT accurately represented.

6. Separate Sentences: 
We want to learn what you do. 
We want to understand what you do on a day-to-day basis. 
We want to know what sets you apart from other departments. 
We want to know what services you provide that are different from other programs.

Combined Sentence: 
We want to learn what it is that you do on a day-to-day basis and what sets you apart from other programs and the services that they provide.

a. Information is accurately represented.

b. Information is NOT accurately represented.

Answer Key: 

1. b. Information is NOT accurately represented.
2. a. Information is accurately represented.
3. a. Information is accurately represented.
4. b. Information is NOT accurately represented.
5. b. Information is NOT accurately represented.
6. b. Information is NOT accurately represented.
Unit 7: Process Analysis Paragraphs
Activity 1: Process Analysis Paragraphs 

The process analysis paragraph below contains some unrelated sentences. Read the paragraph. Then write X for each unrelated sentence and write C for each sentence that belongs.

[NOTE: Pls indent the paragraph below.]

Mixing and Baking Irish Tea Cake


(1) ___ In the first part of the procedure, cream one stick of butter and ¼ cup of sugar together in a bowl. (2) ___ Then beat two eggs into the butter mixture and set this bowl aside. (3) ___ Next, make sure the salmon has been thoroughly cleaned and boned before broiling. (4) ___ In another bowl, sift together two cups of flour, ¼ teaspoon of baking soda, four and a half tablespoons of baking powder, and two teaspoons of salt. (5) ___ Serve the scoops on small, rinsed pieces of romaine lettuce. (6) ___ After you have mixed the sifted ingredients, begin adding that to the butter and egg mixture alternately with one cup of sour cream until all the ingredients are fully mixed into a dough. (7) ___ Finally, add a ½ cup of raisins and mix thoroughly. (8) ___ Serve the fish with lemon wedges. (9) ___ Scoop the dough by spoonfuls onto a greased cookie sheet and bake at 350 degrees for 25 minutes or until browned.

Answer Key:

1. C

2. C

3. X

4. C

5. X

6. C

7. C

8. X
9. C
Unit 7: Process Analysis Paragraphs
Activity 2: Topics for Process Analysis Paragraphs

Read each group of topic sentences. Identify the topic sentence(s) that would be appropriate for a process analysis paragraph.

1. Topic sentences:

A. You might not think there are many steps to brushing your teeth until you really stop to analyze them.

B. Before I left to drive across the country, my husband made sure I knew how to change a flat tire by myself.

C. My friend cannot have cats because she is allergic to them.

a. A and B
b. A and C
c. A, B, and C
2. Topic sentences:

A. When I was learning how to ride horses, my instructor made sure that I knew how to properly groom a horse before I put on the saddle and bridle.

B. I hated swimming lessons when I was a kid because the water was always so cold.

C. Every summer, I went to summer camp for two weeks.

a. A

b. B and C

c. A, B, and C

3. Topic sentences:

A. My brother was a good baseball player.

B. My aunt always beat us at chess.

C. My guitar teacher taught me how to restring a guitar yesterday.

a. B

b. C
c. A and C

4. Topic sentences:

A. My friend Sara researched medieval food and cooked an authentic medieval dinner for us.

B. Since chocolate chip cookies are my favorite dessert, I will teach you how to make them.

C. Brian did a demonstration of the best way to pack a backpack for a weeklong backpack trip for the outdoor club.

a. A and C

b. A and B

c. B and C

Answer Key:

1. a. A and B
2. a. A
3. b. C
4. c. B and C

Unit 7: Process Analysis Paragraphs
Activity 3: Transition Words and Chronological Order

Complete each blank with a transition word from the list below.
finally

before

first

after

[NOTE: Pls indent the paragraph below.]

The (1.) ________ thing that I like to do when learning a new craft is to read about how to do it, so I go to the library for a book or search online for information. (2.) ________ researching the craft, I like to find a mentor who can help me get started. I can usually find an acquaintance who has expertise with the craft in which I am interested. (3.) ________ I go to the craft store to buy the basic materials, I ask the mentor what tools and materials are most necessary for a beginner. I do not want to buy the wrong materials. (4.) ________, once I have all my materials assembled and a good plan for how to begin, I get started to see how well I can do.

[NOTE: There are 2 possible answer choices for items 2-4.]

Answer Key:
1. first
2. after OR After
3. before OR Before
4. finally OR Finally
Unit 7: Process Analysis Paragraphs
Activity 4: Sequencing Sentences

The following sentences make up a paragraph, but they are not in the best order. Read the sentences and number them from 1 to 10 to indicate the best order. 

a. ___ Finally, there should be lots of whipped cream. 

b. ___ I am sure that your guests will enjoy the banana split party as much as mine do! 

c. ___ First, it is nice to put out some pretty bowls for the banana splits. 

d. ___ You can use fresh whipped cream or canned whipped cream.

e. ___ Set some large gallon tubs of a few different flavors along with three or four ice cream scoops. 

f. ___ The third station should have bowls filled with syrups like chocolate, caramel, or pineapple sauce. 

g. ___ The second stop at the counter is the ice cream.
h. ___ Organizing a banana split party is a very simple process that yields delicious results.

i. ___ You can set up the bowls at one end of your kitchen counter and have your guests start there.

j. ___ The next station should have a variety of toppings such as nuts, coconut flakes, and sprinkles. 

Answer Key:

a. 8

b. 10

c. 2

d. 9

e. 5

f. 6

g. 4

h. 1

i. 3

j. 7

Unit 7: Process Analysis Paragraphs
Activity 5: Commas and Time Phrases

Identify whether the following sentences have correct comma placement with the time phrases used by
1. It is really very easy to make a bed with clean sheets. First take off the blankets, pillowcases, and sheets. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. Next shake out the fitted sheet and settle it over the bed so that you can pull the elastic corners to fit neatly over the four corners of the mattress.

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. Then spread the flat sheet so that the top edge is at the top of the mattress and an even amount of sheet hangs on each side of the bed. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. There will be a lot of extra sheet at the bottom, and this gets tucked under the mattress and creased into special folds that again tuck snugly under the mattress.

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. After that the blankets are spread on top.

a. correct

b. incorrect

6. After the fresh pillowcases are put on the pillows are plumped and placed at the head of the bed. 

a. correct

b. incorrect

7. Finally, the bed is made, and you can look forward to a wonderful, freshly made bed.

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. b. incorrect
2. b. incorrect
3. a. correct
4. a. correct
5. b. incorrect
6. b. incorrect
7. a. correct

Unit 7: Process Analysis Paragraphs
Activity 6: Checking Possessive Adjectives

Choose the best possessive adjective in each sentence.
1. Once Karen received ______ driver’s license, she could not wait to drive to school.

a. its
b. his
c. her
d. their

2. Unfortunately, her father would not let her borrow ______ brand new car.

a. her
b. its
c. my
d. his
3. Karen’s grandparents said they would lend her ______ car.
a. their
b. our
c. they’re
d. her

4. Karen drove her grandparent’s rusty old station wagon to school, but the car had a hole in ______ radiator.
a. her
b. its
c. his

d. their

5. When she drove into the parking lot, steam began to billow out from under the hood, and ______ face turned red from embarrassment.

a. our
b. his
c. its
d. her

6. Karen fumed as she slammed the door and muttered, “I cannot wait until I get ______ own wheels.”

a. your

b. her
c. my
d. our

Answer Key:

1. c. her
2. d. his
3. a. their
4. b. its
5. d. her
6. c. my

Unit 8: Descriptive Paragraphs
Activity 1: Describing with the Five Senses

Read each description and identify what is being described.
1. The smell of roasted coffee was in the air. People were seated at quaint wooden tables, chatting or reading. Jazz music played over the whirring of an espresso machine.

a. a fair

b. a hot dog stand

c. a coffee shop

2. There were hundreds of trees all in rows, branches hanging low with round red fruit. The autumn wind whispered through the leaves as people filled their paper bags and bit into tangy, crunchy fruit.

a. a farm

b. an apple orchard

c. a forest

3. Young people were bent over their desks, writing. The concrete walls were decorated with colorful drawings and posters. Fluorescent lights washed over the room with a milky light.

a. a prison

b. a classroom


c. a cafeteria

4. The sun beat down on the sand, making it so hot that we could feel the heat through our sandals. There was sand and cacti as far as the eye could see and a wide blue sky above. As cactus spines scratched my feet and rocks made walking difficult, I wished that I had worn my hiking boots.

a. a desert

b. a campground

c. a beach

5. The huge cloth sail flapped lazily overhead. I lay on the deck, lulled almost to sleep by the warm sun, the cries of seagulls, and the rocking motion of the water. My friend, Becca, stood at the helm, guiding us to shore.

a. a boat

b. an island

c. an amusement park ride

6. The rows and rows of shelves lined with books made it hard to tell how many people were in the room. I could occasionally hear people coughing and turning pages. A man sat in a chair nearby reading the newspaper. I headed to the nearest computer to search for the title of the book I wanted to borrow.

a. a classroom


b. a store

c. a library

Answer Key:

1. c. a coffee shop
2. b. an apple orchard
3. b. a classroom
4. a. a desert
5. a. a boat
6. c. a library

Unit 8: Descriptive Paragraphs
Activity 2: Studying Descriptive Paragraphs

Read the descriptive paragraph below. Then answer the questions that follow.
[NOTE: Pls indent the paragraph below.]


New Mexico is a beautiful state though many people from the East Coast think it is too dry and brown. Much of New Mexico is high desert, a landscape dotted with short juniper and pinon pines. In spring, the small prickly pear cactus blossoms with soft pink and yellow flowers and the cholla plant, which grows to about four feet tall and has long spiny branches, break out in intense fuchsia blooms. As summer progresses, monsoon season begins, and almost every day there is a rumbling thundershower that leaves behind a rainbow, sometimes even a double rainbow. After the rain, the pinon and juniper pines have a sweet cedar smell, and the red dirt drinks up the water gratefully. In autumn, the cottonwoods that line the arroyos and riverbanks turn yellow, abundant sunflowers line the roads, and you can smell chili roasting. Many skiers flock to the state’s snowy peaks in winter. New Mexico is a rough land with many contrasts—stark mountain ranges, red rock canyons, open plains, lush river bottoms, and windswept, rocky desert. If you journey through this land of enchantment, you may just find beauty where you least expect it.

1. What does this paragraph describe?

a. It describes what people from the East Coast think of New Mexico.

b. It describes the beauty of New Mexico.

2. Which of the five senses does the writer use?
a. sight, smell, sound

b. sight, smell, taste
3. Which of the following is an example of the sense of sight?
a. rumbling thundershower

b. abundant sunflowers line the roads

4. Which of the following is an example of the sense of smell?
a. chili roasting

b. windswept, rocky desert

5. Why is New Mexico a land of “many contrasts”?
a. It is rough and stark, yet colorful and has a variety of landscapes including mountains, canyons, and plains.

b. Some people think New Mexico is beautiful, and some people think it is unattractive.

6. What does the author say about beauty in the concluding sentence?
a. She has a better sense of what beauty is than people from the East Coast.

b. You can find beauty where you least expect it.

Answer Key:

1. b. It describes the beauty of New Mexico.
2. a. sight, smell, sound
3. b. abundant sunflowers line the roads
4. a. chili roasting
5. a. It is rough and stark, yet colorful and has a variety of landscapes including mountains, canyons, and plains.
6. b. You can find beauty where you least expect it.

Unit 8: Descriptive Paragraphs
Activity 3: Identifying Adjectives 

Identify the adjectives in each sentence.

1. Today we stopped to help a young woman change a flat tire on the side of the road.
a. young, flat

b. stopped, road

2. After midnight, the major storm intensified, dropping abundant snow in the mountains.

a. midnight, snow

b. major, abundant

3. The table was laden with steaming vegetables, juicy turkey, and mashed potatoes.

a. steaming, juicy, mashed

b. laden, juicy, potatoes

4. My husband’s favorite thing to do on a warm evening is to take his vintage motorcycle out for a ride.

a. favorite, warm, vintage
b. favorite, thing, out

5. On Saturday, I am going to have dinner at a new restaurant with a small group of close friends.
a. on, group, friends
b. new, small, close
6. Until I find a better job, I will have to work two jobs to make ends meet.

a. better, two

b. until, have, ends

Answer Key:

1. a. young, flat
2. b. major, abundant
3. a. steaming, juicy, mashed
4. a. favorite, warm, vintage
5. b. new, small, close
6. a. better, two

Unit 8: Descriptive Paragraphs
Activity 4: Studying Adjectives

Read each sentence. Then identify which question the underlined adjective answers.
1. The grumpy man stormed out of the bank after waiting in line for too long.

a. How many?

b. What kind?

2. Tiny snowflakes fell steadily Sunday afternoon.

a. How much?

b. What kind?

3. Sarah was so sweet to give me this bouquet of flowers.

a. How many?

b. Which one?

4. There were many people who felt that war was not the answer to the problem.

a. How many?

b. Which one?

5. The pandas have had enough food.
a. Which one?

b. How much?

6. I do not want that hat because I already have one the same color.

a. What kind?

b. Which one?

7. Paul enjoyed taking pictures of rusty cars abandoned in pastures.

a. What kind?

b. How many?

8. Until we buy those concert tickets, it is not definite we are going.

a. Which one?

b. How many?

Answer Key:

1. b. What kind?

2. b. What kind?
3. b. Which one?
4. a. How many?
5. b. How much?
6. b. Which one?
7. a. What kind?
8. a. Which one?
Unit 8: Descriptive Paragraphs
Activity 5: Using Adjectives to Enhance Descriptive Writing

Read each pair of sentences and choose the sentence that is more descriptive.
1.
a. By the end of the week, our house was a mess. There was stuff everywhere, and it just did not look good at all.


b. By the end of the busy work week, our kitchen sink was full of dirty dishes, our office was littered with junk mail, and our hard wood floors had a layer of food crumbs and dirt.

2.
a. My elderly neighbor has a large, colorful flower garden with bright yellow daffodils, delicate pink roses, and purple coneflowers.

b. My neighbor has a flower garden. It has several different kinds of flowers. The garden is very colorful.

3. 
a. The orange tabby cat lay restfully in the sunny window.


b. The cat lay in the window to rest. 

4.
a. The fresh pasta with plump, juicy tomatoes and crisp asparagus was delicious.


b. The pasta was delicious. It tasted really good. Everyone liked it very much.  

Answer Key:
1. b. By the end of the busy work week, our kitchen sink was full of dirty dishes, our office was littered with junk mail, and our hard wood floors had a layer of food crumbs and dirt.
2. a. My elderly neighbor has a large, colorful flower garden with bright yellow daffodils, delicate pink roses, and purple coneflowers.
3. a. The orange tabby cat lay restfully in the sunny window.
4. a. The fresh pasta with plump, juicy tomatoes and crisp asparagus was delicious.
Unit 8: Descriptive Paragraphs
Activity 6: Positive and Negative Connotation in a Paragraph

The two paragraphs below each describe the beginning of Susan’s day. After reading each paragraph, identify whether the description has a positive or a negative connotation.

[NOTE: Pls indent the paragraph below.]

1. Paragraph 1:

On Monday morning, Susan woke up to a dreary gray sky. She was late for her boring office job. She rushed to eat her breakfast and spilled scalding coffee on her new skirt. Next, she forgot her umbrella and by the time she got to the crowded subway, she was dripping wet. When she finally got to work, her unsympathetic boss scolded her in front of the other employees. In a black mood, Susan glared at her boss and the other employees, retreated to her small cubicle and began to cry.

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation
[NOTE: Pls indent the paragraph below.]

2. Paragraph 2:


On Monday morning, Susan woke to the cheery sound of spring birds. She drew open her crisp white cotton curtains and smiled at the bright sun. She was looking forward to a challenging, creative project at work. She went for an invigorating jog and then ate a healthy breakfast of organic granola and yogurt. On her drive to work, she listened to some upbeat reggae music and walked into her spacious, well-lit office with a spring in her step.

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

Answer Key:

1. b. negative connotation
2. a. positive connotation

Unit 8: Descriptive Paragraphs
Activity 7: Positive and Negative Connotations
Identify whether the underlined adjective has a positive or negative connotation.
1. skimpy meal

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

2. scrumptious chocolates

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

3. exciting game

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

4. putrid smell
a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

5. pleasant rain

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

6. horrifying event

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

7. sweet smile

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

8. relaxing afternoon

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

9. treacherous climb

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

10. dull lecture

a. positive connotation

b. negative connotation

Answer Key:
1. b. negative connotation 

2. a. positive connotation 

3. a. positive connotation
4. b. negative connotation
5. a. positive connotation
6. b. negative connotation
7. a. positive connotation
8. a. positive connotation
9. b. negative connotation
10. b. negative connotation
Unit 9: Opinion Paragraphs
Activity 1: Identifying Opinions

Read the paragraph below. Then answer the questions.
[NOTE: Pls indent the paragraph below.]


I chose to become a vegetarian for both ethical and health reasons. After reading about the poor conditions experienced by many animals that are raised for food, I felt that I could no longer eat meat. Many animals that are raised for food experience overcrowding, lack of fresh air, and lack of clean bedding. Chickens, for example, are often packed into crates so tightly that they must live by stepping on one another. Many veal calves are raised in the dark and are not allowed enough room to turn around. Although some medical professionals advocate a high protein, meat-based diet, I have also read many articles that outline the health benefits of a vegetarian diet. Vegetarians tend to have lower cholesterol and fewer problems with obesity. Since heart disease runs in my family, the health benefits of a vegetarian diet are especially important to me. Even though I feel strongly about my choice to be a vegetarian, I still feel that people have to decide for themselves what kind of diet to eat.

1. Which of the following sentences best sums up the writer’s opinion on the subject of a vegetarian diet?

a. The writer feels that vegetarian food is better than a meat-based diet because it requires less land to raise vegetables it does to raise cattle.

b. The writer chose to be a vegetarian because of the health benefits and because she felt sorry for the way many animals are treated.

c. The writer feels that everyone should eat a vegetarian diet.

2. In a good opinion paragraph, the writer briefly mentions an opposing viewpoint. Which of the following sentences from the paragraph above contains an opposing viewpoint?

a. Many veal calves are raised in the dark and are not allowed enough room to turn around.

b. Although some medical professionals advocate a high protein, meat-based diet, I have also read many articles that outline the health benefits of a vegetarian diet.

c. Since heart disease runs in my family, the health benefits of a vegetarian diet are especially important to me.

Answer Key:

1. b. The writer chose to be a vegetarian because of the health benefits and because she felt sorry for the way many animals are treated.
2. b. Although some medical professionals advocate a high protein, meat-based diet, I have also read many articles that outline the health benefits of a vegetarian diet.

Unit 9: Opinion Paragraphs
Activity 2: Recognizing Good Topic Sentences for Opinion Paragraphs

Read each topic sentence. Is it a good topic sentence for an opinion paragraph?
1. Hot, humid weather makes me cranky.

a. yes

b. no

2. It is important to get a college degree to compete in today’s job market.

a. yes

b. no

3. Unless you want to be late, you need to leave now.

a. yes

b. no

4. Americans should stop driving SUVs and should instead drive smaller vehicles that use less gas.

a. yes

b. no

5. Organic vegetables are better for you than conventionally grown vegetables.

a. yes

b. no

6. After the movie Oh Brother, Where Art Thou? came out, bluegrass music became very popular.

a. yes

b. no

7. Although many scientists feel that genetic engineering in human beings is beneficial, I feel that it is wrong.

a. yes

b. no

8. Until we buy a new house, we will have to rent one. 

a. yes

b. no

Answer Key:
1. b. no
2. a. yes
3. b. no
4. a. yes
5. a. yes
6. b. no
7. a. yes
8. b. no

Unit 9: Opinion Paragraphs
Activity 3: Identifying Facts and Opinions

The opinion paragraph below contains some facts and some opinions. Read the paragraph. Then write F for each sentence that contains a fact and write O for each sentence that contains an opinion.

[NOTE: Pls indent paragraph below.]


(1.) ___ Hamburgers are a great summer food. (2.) ___ Over 10 million hamburgers are eaten every summer. (3.) ___ People put lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, catsup, mustard, and other toppings on their hamburgers. (4.) ___ Hamburgers are best when cooked on an outdoor BBQ grill. (5.) ___ People buy hamburgers all year round, but more hamburgers are sold in the summer months. (6.) ___ Hamburgers are a perfect picnic food, easy to make, and delicious to eat. (7.) ___ For a great summer outing, put some juicy hamburgers on the grill and enjoy this wonderful summer food.
Answer Key:
1. O
2. F

3. F
4. O
5. F

6. O

7. O
Unit 9: Opinion Paragraphs
Activity 4: Sequencing Sentences in a Paragraph

The following sentences make up an opinion paragraph, but they are not in the best order. Read the sentences and number them from 1 to 12 to indicate the best order. Then type O or F after each sentence to indicate whether the sentence contains an opinion (O) or a fact (F).

a. ___ First, skiing across a flat terrain cannot compare with the thrill of going down a tall mountain at a blazing speed in downhill skiing. ___

b. ___ In order to ski down a mountain at a high speed without falling, there are different types downhill turns that you need to learn. ___
c. ___ In addition, some people prefer cross-country skiing because it costs more to go downhill skiing at a ski resort than it does to ski cross-country in the woods for free. ___

d. ___ Sitting high in the air, you can really see some spectacular views from the chair-lift. ___

e. ____ Even so, cross-country skiing is just too slow and solitary for me. ___

f. ___ However, mastering these turns is a wonderful challenge and adds to the excitement of downhill skiing. ___

g. ___ Downhill skiing is a more exciting sport than cross-country skiing. ___

h. ___ There are people who prefer cross-country skiing for several reasons. ___

i. ___ Not only is going down the mountain exhilarating, getting up to the top of the mountain on a chair-lift is also great fun. ___

j. ___ People who prefer cross-country skiing also say that the woods are more quiet and peaceful than the noisy crowds at ski areas. ___

k. ___ Although it may be cheaper and quieter, cross-country skiing can never compare to the thrill and excitement of cross-country skiing. ___

l. ___ Downhill skiing equipment is much more expensive than cross-country equipment, as downhill ski packages can run over $500. ___

Answer Key:

a. 2, O

b. 3, F
c. 9, F

d. 6, O

e. 11, O

f. 4, O
g. 1, O

h. 7, F

i. 5, O

j. 10, F
k. 12, O 

l. 8, F
Unit 9: Opinion Paragraphs
Activity 5: Word Forms

In each set of words, identify the word form of each word by filling in the blank with N (noun), V (verb), ADJ (adjective), or ADV (adverb).

1. 
____ beautiful


____ beauty


____ beautifully


____ beautify

2.
____ classify


____ classification


____ classified

3. 
____ quicken


____ quick


____ quickly 


____ quickness

4.
____ jealously


____ jealous


____ jealousy

5. 
____ argument


____ arguable


____ argue


____ arguably

6.
____ courteously


____ courtesy


____ courteous

Answer Key:

1. ADJ, N, ADV, V
2. V, N, ADJ
3. V, ADJ, ADV, N
4. ADV, ADJ, N
5. N, ADJ, V, ADV
6. ADV, N, ADJ
Unit 9: Opinion Paragraphs
Activity 6: Correcting Word Forms

Some of the sentences below contain a word form error. Read each sentence and identify whether the sentence is correct or incorrect.

1. I get along with my famously mother-in-law.

a. correct

b. incorrect

2. The happily man whistled and smiled at people as he walked down the street.

a. correct

b. incorrect

3. Lately it seems that everything is going extremely well for me.

a. correct

b. incorrect

4. When people dreamily at night, they do not always remember all of their dreams in the morning.

a. correct

b. incorrect

5. The little child was so whine in the store that the mother lost her patience and scolded him.

a. correct

b. incorrect  

6. When I was young, I used to like to jump off the diving board and do cannon balls to splash my parents.

a. correct

b. incorrect  

7. My favorite part of camping is roasting marshmallows.

a. correct

b. incorrect

8. Today, the sky is so blue I cannot even description it.

a. correct

b. incorrect

Answer Key:
1. b. incorrect
2. b. incorrect
3. a. correct
4. b. incorrect
5. b. incorrect
6. a. correct
7. a. correct
8. b. incorrect
Unit 9: Opinion Paragraphs
Activity 7: Positive-Negative Brainstorming
Read the list of brainstorming ideas below on the topic of cell phones. Identify whether each item would belong in the positive column and negative column in a positive-negative brainstorming chart.
TOPIC: The Use of Cell Phones

1. Cell phones can be less expensive to use than traditional phone service.

a. positive

b. negative

2. Research has shown an increase in tumors in the heads of frequent cell phone users.

a. positive

b. negative

3. Cell phone towers, which are necessary to help transmit the signals that cell phones require, are ugly and ruin the aesthetics of many mountaintops.

a. positive

b. negative

4. Cell phone use has been linked to increased brain cancer.

a. positive

b. negative

5. If you are driving a long way by yourself and your car breaks down, you have a safe way to call for help.

a. positive

b. negative

6. Many people use cell phones in public places and disturb those around them.  

a. positive

b. negative

7. It is convenient to be able to use a phone wherever you are.

a. positive

b. negative

8. Cell phones reduce the amount of time it takes rescue crews to be on the scene of an accident because motorists can call 911.

a. positive

b. negative

9. In today’s busy society, cell phones decrease the amount of time to relax, and they reduce personal tranquility.

a. positive

b. negative

10. It is easy to call for directions when you are lost.

a. positive

b. negative

Answer Key:

1. a. positive
2. b. negative
3. b. negative
4. b. negative
5. a. positive
6. b. negative
7. a. positive
8. a. positive
9. b. negative
10. a. positive
Unit 10: Narrative Paragraphs
Activity 1: Analyzing the Features of a Narrative Paragraph

Read the narrative paragraph below. Then answer the questions.
[NOTE: Pls indent the paragraph below.]


(1) Bike racks that fit on the roof of your car are a great way to carry your bicycles unless you forget your bikes are up there. (2) It was a beautiful autumn day in New Mexico. (3) My husband and I decided to go to the Sunflower Festival in a small town not too far away, and we brought our bikes to ride around the festival. (4) We had a nice time doing that and later proceeded merrily on our way home with our bikes re-secured to the roof rack. (5) My husband, who is a photographer, wanted to take the long way home so he could take pictures, which we did. (6) Two and a half hours later, tired but happy, we pulled into our driveway and opened the automatic garage door. (7) As we drove into the garage, there was a horrible scraping sound, then a crunch, and then a tearing sound. (8) In the same second, we gasped and turned just in time to see our bicycles, still attached to the roof rack, fly off the back of the car and crash onto the pavement. (9) Disaster! (10) We gingerly approached the wreckage. (11) Luckily, a thorough inspection showed no damage to either bike; our now-mangled bike rack had taken the brunt of the crash. (12) Thankfully, none of our neighbors saw the incident or they would have died laughing. 

1. What is the topic sentence of this paragraph?

a. Sentence 3
b. Sentence 1
2. What background information is given in the topic sentence?

a. Sentence 2
b. Sentence 1
3. What is the beginning of the main action or problem in the story?

a. Sentence 2
b. Sentence 3
4. What is the middle of the story? What is the main action or problem?

a. Sentences 7 and 8
b. Sentences 4 and 5
5. What happens at the end of the story? What is the final action or result?

a. Sentence 12
b. Sentence 11
6. What is the writer’s purpose for writing this story?

a. To entertain with humor and to warn about the problems with using roof racks.

b. To describe the Sunflower Festival in New Mexico.

Answer Key:
1. b. Sentence 1
2. b. Sentence 1
3. b. Sentence 3
4. a. Sentences 7 and 8
5. b. Sentence 11
6. a. To entertain with humor and to warn about the problems with using roof racks.
Unit 10: Narrative Paragraphs
Activity 2: Topics for Narrative Paragraphs

Read each paragraph title. Is it a good topic for a narrative paragraph?

1. Lost in the Mountains
a. yes

b. no

2. An Unforgettable Airplane Trip
a. yes

b. no

3. How to Become a Fly Fisherman

a. yes

b. no

4. Serious Water Problems in Our State
a. yes

b. no

5. Ten Ways that Teenagers Can Avoid the Wrong Crowd
a. yes

b. no

6. My High School Graduation Day
a. yes

b. no

7. Our Scary Camping Trip
a. yes

b. no

8. The Night My Computer Crashed
a. yes

b. no

Answer Key:
1. a. yes
2. a. yes
3. b. no
4. b. no
5. b. no
6. a. yes
7. a. yes
8. a. yes
Unit 10: Narrative Paragraphs
Activity 3: Sequencing Sentences in a Paragraph
The following sentences make up a paragraph, but they are not in the best order. Read the sentences and number them from 1 to 12 to indicate the best order. 

a. ___ My precious cat! She was dead.

b. ___ I went into shock because I could not believe it at first.

c. ___ One November day when I got home after dark, Bagheera was not waiting at the door as she always did.

d. ___ Suddenly, I saw a black form next to my neighbor’s fence, lying on a bed of pine needles.

e. ___ The best pet I have ever had was a beautiful black cat named Bagheera, named after the black panther in the Jungle Books stories. She was an excellent hunter and loved to go out to hunt mice. 

f. ___ I called for her several times but got no answer. I started to get worried.

g. ___ Then, as I picked up her lifeless body, I started to cry.

h. ___ So I let her go outside each day to catch mice, which she always left as a present on my doorstep, and hoped she would return safely.

i. ___ Even though it has been a long time since her death, I will never forget my dear cat Bagheera.

j. ___ I missed her so much that it took me almost two months to get over her death.

k. ___ After calling some more, I began to comb the sides of the road.

l. ___ Even though cars often drove by our house way too fast, I could not bear to keep her inside because she loved to go out and hunt.
Answer Key:
a. 8

b. 9

c. 4

d. 7 

e. 1

f. 5

g. 10

h. 3

i. 12

j. 11

k. 6

l. 2

Unit 10: Narrative Paragraphs
Activity 4: Verb Tense Consistency

The narrative paragraph below contains some unrelated sentences. Read the paragraph. Check the verb consistency of the underlined verbs. Write C for correct verb consistency and write X for incorrect verb consistency.

[NOTE: Pls indent paragraph below. Also, pls underline words in paragraph as shown.]


When I was little, my best friend, Billy, (1.) ___ came over to play in the sand box one day. He (2.) ___ brings a whole collection of toy metal trucks with him. Many of his trucks (3.) ___ were brand new and shiny. A few were old, rusty, and dented. He even (4.) ___ had an old dump truck with a missing front wheel. I was excited because I (5.) ___ had no trucks. My mom never (6.) ___ bought us new toys. Billy and I (7.) ___ play with his trucks all afternoon. We (8.) ___ pretend we were truck drivers and (9.) ___ made truck noises. We (10.) ___ played until Billy’s mom (11.) ___ calls him home for dinner. Before he (12.) ___ leaves, he shyly (13.) ___ asked me if I wanted the truck with a missing wheel, and I (14.) ___ said, “Yes.” After he (15.) ___ left, I put a new wheel on, and the truck was as good as new, at least to me.

Answer Key:

1. C
2. X
3. C
4. C
5. C
6. C
7. X
8. X
9. C
10. C
11. X
12. X
13. C
14. C
15. C
Unit 10: Narrative Paragraphs
Activity 5: Choosing Verb Tenses

Choose the verb tense that best fits each sentence.
1. Today, I will drive to the store and ________ up some groceries.

a. pick

b. picked

2. Last night, my dog went outside and ________ a cat.

a. chase

b. chased

3. I ________ in the wooden chair for so long that my back hurt when I got up.

a. am sitting

b. sat

4. Thunder ________ and lightning flashed as our flight was landing.

a. cracks

b. cracked

5. I feel very dehydrated. I ________ to drink some water right away.

a. need

b. needed

6. With all the snow that is falling, it ________ hard to believe that today is actually the first day of spring.

a. is

b. was

7. When the car ________ to start, we knew we had drained the battery by leaving the lights on all night.

a. refuses

b. refused

8. That dress ________ really nice on you, so I think you should buy it.

a. looks

b. looked

Answer Key:
1. a. pick
2. b. chased
3. b. sat
4. b. cracked
5. a. need
6. a. is
7. b. refused
8. a. looks
Unit 10: Narrative Paragraphs
Activity 6: Editing Narrative Paragraphs

Read the paragraph and the teacher comments that follow. Does each teacher comment match the content of the paragraph?

[NOTE: Pls do NOT indent the paragraph below.]
I love the smell of burning candles. I have many candles in my home, and on cold winter nights, I often light four or five of them. In the quiet of my room, the candles flicker, making dancing shadows on the ceiling. I love to smell their scent—pine and bayberry. I have other candle scents, but pine and bayberry are my favorite. On really cold nights, I light candles and build a big fire in the fireplace. The crackle of the fire, the sweet smells of the candles, and the flickering flames make a very pleasant evening.

Teacher comments:

1. This is an excellent narrative paragraph. The action definitely has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

a. yes
b. no

2. You did not indent the first line of the paragraph. Be careful with correct paragraph form.

a. yes

b. no

3. Good use of details and descriptive language. I can smell the candles and see the fire.

a. yes

b. no

4. Be careful with verb consistency. Your verbs jump from present tense to past tense.

a. yes

b. no

5. This is not a narrative paragraph. It is a descriptive one. Follow directions more carefully.

a. yes

b. no

Answer Key:

1. b. no

2. a. yes

3. a. yes

4. b. no

5. a. yes

Unit 10: Narrative Paragraphs
Activity 7: Editing Narrative Paragraphs

Read the paragraph and the teacher comments that follow. Does each teacher comment match the content of the paragraph?
[NOTE: Pls indent paragraph below.]


When I went for a hike with my brother Brian this morning, I did not know we would be risking our lives. We set out just as it was becoming light and walked along the river bottom for about a mile. Then we began climbing. The trail wound up endless steep switchbacks as we work our way towards the top of the mountain. The day grew hot and muggy. We had forgotten to listen to the weather forecast but we were not worried. We had plenty of food and water in our packs. As I sweat and strain, I am thankful that I had not brought any extra clothing. When we climbed above tree-line we were treated to a wonderful view. There were dark clouds in the distance, but we paid no attention in our hurry to reach the top. As we neared the top, the wind had picked up and the sky grows very dark. Suddenly, there is a loud crash of thunder, and lightening struck about 100 yards away. We both jumped. It started to downpour, and lightning and thunder crashed all around us. We realized with alarm that we had no protection from the storm and that we were in danger of getting struck by lightening. We rushed down the trail towards the trees as the rain soaked our clothing. Finally, we reach cover under the trees, but both of us are wet and the wind is chilly. The storm stopped as suddenly as it began, but it remained cool. We started to shiver and remembered stories of summer hikers overcome with hypothermia. We hurried towards the bottom of the mountain. Thankfully, the sun came out in time to warm us. We made it to our car in record time and vowed to always listen to the forecast and to always bring extra clothes.

Teacher comments:

1. What an interesting narrative story. It is a little long for one paragraph. Maybe you should consider making it into a full length essay.

a. yes

b. no

2. You did not indent the first line. Be careful with correct paragraph form.

a. yes

b. no

3. This paragraph is an opinion paragraph, not a narrative. Follow directions more carefully.

a. yes

b. no

4. Be careful with verb consistency. Your verbs jump from present tense to past tense.
a. yes

b. no

5. Good topic sentence and concluding sentence. Your story has an excellent beginning, middle, and end.

a. yes

b. no

Answer Key:

1. a. yes

2. b. no

3. b. no

4. a. yes

5. a. yes

Unit 11: Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together
Activity 1: Identifying Similarities in Essays and Paragraphs

Read the list of features below. Identify whether the feature is usually part of a paragraph, part of an essay, or part of both.
1. One topic 
a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

2. Thesis statement 
a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

3. Topic sentence
a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

4. Concluding sentence

a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

5. Supporting paragraphs
a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

6. Concluding paragraph

a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

7. Introduction, body, and conclusion

a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

8. Hook
a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

9. Larger topic

a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

10. Longer in length

a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

11. More specific topic

a. paragraph

b. essay

c. both

Answer Key:
1. c. both
2. b. essay
3. c. both
4. a. paragraph
5. b. essay
6. b. essay
7. c. both
8. b. essay
9. b. essay
10. b. essay
11. a. paragraph
Unit 11: Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together
Activity 2: Topics for Paragraphs and Essays

Each pair of sentences is about one topic. Write P for the topic sentence of a paragraph and write E for the thesis statement of an essay.

1. Topic: Horses

a. ___ The best way to saddle a horse is to proceed through the following steps.

b. ___ To some, the wild horses that roam the West are a symbol of freedom; to others, they are a nuisance. 

2. Topic: Camping

a. ___ For my birthday last year, my parents got me a great tent.

b. ___ Bear attacks are such a problem in many of our state and national parks that it is important that all campers learn the best camping methods to avoid problems with bears.

3. Topic: Swimming

a. ___ To become a lifeguard, one must be observant, strong, and clear headed.

b. ___ When I was young, my favorite summer activity was to go to the beach.

4. Topic: Nuclear power

a. ___ Many Americans thought that nuclear power was going to be the next best source of energy until we were faced with what to do with the radioactive waste.

b. ___ I remember the day that I went to protest the Seabrook nuclear power plant.

5. Topic: Fitness

a. ___ Every day, the first thing I do is get up and run, and I love it.

b. ___ Obesity is becoming a problem for many American children due to the terrible diets many kids eat.

Answer Key:
1. a. P, b. E

2. a. P, b. E

3. a. E, b. P

4. a. E, b. P

5. a. P, b. E

Unit 11: Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together
Activity 3: Varying Your Vocabulary

In the following pairs of sentences, choose the sentence that uses more interesting and effective vocabulary.

1. 
a. I worked hard on the document until I was tired.


b. I slaved over the document until I was exhausted.

2. 
a. The sailboat made very little headway on the calm waters.

b. The boat did not get very far or go very fast on the lake.

3. 
a. I hate taking tests because I cannot pay attention for a long time.


b. I abhor exams because I have trouble concentrating for long periods.

4. 
a. Sheila removed the wrapping paper and was happy to see the new shoes.

b. Sheila tore off the wrapping paper and squealed with delight when she saw the trendy heals.
5.
a. The avalanche roared down the slope and crashed over the highway.


b. The avalanche came down the hill and crossed the road.

6. 
a. After inhaling his kibbles, my dog threw an unmistakable stare at me that demanded, “Is that all?”


b. After eating his food, my dog looked at me to say, “Is that all?”

Answer Key:

1. b. I slaved over the document until I was exhausted.
2. a. The sailboat made very little headway on the calm waters.
3. b. I abhor exams because I have trouble concentrating for long periods.
4. b. Sheila tore off the wrapping paper and squealed with delight when she saw the trendy heals.
5. a. The avalanche roared down the slope and crashed over the highway.
6. a. After inhaling his kibbles, my dog threw an unmistakable stare at me that demanded, “Is that all?”
Unit 11: Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together
Activity 4: Thesis Statements
Read each thesis statement and decide whether or not it would be a good thesis statement.

1. Even though our society values hard work, it is important for people to take care of themselves by playing and relaxing.

a. good thesis statement

b. poor thesis statement

2. Yoga is really fun.

a. good thesis statement

b. poor thesis statement

3. Yesterday’s weather was the most unusual weather I have experienced.

a. good thesis statement

b. poor thesis statement

4. Even though my parents made some mistakes in raising me, there are many ways in which I am grateful to them for helping to shape the person I have become.

a. good thesis statement

b. poor thesis statement

5. Many kids adore rap music today, but I think it is one of the worst forms of music to develop in the twentieth century because of the negative influence it has had on children and society.

a. good thesis statement

b. poor thesis statement

6. My favorite pastime is reading a book and relaxing.

a. good thesis statement

b. poor thesis statement

Answer Key:
1. a. good thesis statement
2. b. poor thesis statement
3. b. poor thesis statement
4. a. good thesis statement
5. a. good thesis statement
6. b. poor thesis statement
Unit 11: Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together
Activity 5: Supporting Ideas

Read each thesis statement and choose the question that will lead to the best supporting ideas.
1. Due to the rich history of the island, my trip to Ireland was an amazing learning experience that I will never forget.

a. How long was the trip?

b. What was learned about Irish history on the trip?

c. What is the history of Ireland?

2. Teaching is one of the most challenging and rewarding professions one can undertake.

a. What are the down sides of the teaching profession?

b. How does one become a teacher?

c. What is challenging and what is rewarding about the teaching profession?

3. Before getting married, one should take time to learn the ingredients of a good marriage.

a. Why should one get married?

b. What are the ingredients of a good marriage?

c. What should one do before getting married?

4. Buying a house can be a good financial decision or a poor one, depending on a number of factors.

a. What are the factors that make buying a house a good or bad financial decision?

b. What are the different ways that one can buy for a house?

c. What does one need to do before buying a house?

5. Many people in today’s modern society suffer from depression, but fortunately for them, depression is now a very treatable condition.

a. How does one successfully treat depression?

b. How many people suffer from depression?

c. What causes depression?

Answer Key:
1. b. What was learned about Irish history on the trip?
2. c. What is challenging and what is rewarding about the teaching profession?
3. b. What are the ingredients of a good marriage?
4. a. What are the factors that make buying a house a good or bad financial decision?
5. a. How does one successfully treat depression?
Unit 11: Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together
Activity 6: Working with an Essay Outline

Match the letter of each sentence with the appropriate section of the essay outline.
Topic: Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

1. I. Introduction (paragraph 1): ___

2. II. Body (paragraph 2): ___

3. III. Body (paragraph 3): ___

4. IV. Body (paragraph 4): ___

5. V. Conclusion (paragraph 5): ___

a. Many work places give employees work stations that increase the risk of developing carpal tunnel.

b. In this age of technology, many workers sit for hours at desks in front of computers so that the number of workers developing carpal tunnel syndrome is on the rise.

c. The best work station set up to reduce repetitive strain and the development of carpal tunnel has been well documented by workplace health advocates.

d. Carpal tunnel syndrome is when there is injury to muscles and ligaments from repeated motion.

e. Workers really need to advocate for workplace safety to avoid carpal tunnel syndrome.

Answer Key:

1. b
2. d
3. a
4. c
5. e
Unit 11: Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together
Activity 7: Working with Essay Organization

Read the following thesis statements and the corresponding outlines.  Identify whether the outline is a good match for the thesis statement by clicking on the correct answer.

1. Thesis statement: Moving is often one of the most stressful times in a person’s life, but there are certain steps one can take to make it easier.

Outline:
I. Introduction (paragraph 1): Use a statistic about how often people move over the course of their lifetime in America to grab the reader’s attention and then move on to the thesis statement.

II. Body (paragraph 2): Talk about some of the stresses of moving.

III. Body (paragraph 3): Planning ahead—how to pack and organize boxes.

IV. Body (paragraph 4): Planning ahead—how to deal with forwarding mail and changing your utilities to the new address.

V. Body (paragraph 5): Planning ahead—what to do to make sure the actual moving day goes smoothly.

VI. Conclusion (paragraph 6): Sum up points and restate thesis.

a. good match

b. poor match

2. Thesis statement: In order to fully enjoy a pet dog, it is important to learn how to take care of and train a dog.

Outline:
I. Introduction (paragraph 1): Talk about my dog Max and how cool he is.

II. Body (paragraph 2): Talk about my neighbor’s dog and how badly he misbehaves.

III. Body (paragraph 3): Explain how I got Max.

IV. Body (paragraph 4): Discuss animal shelters.

V. Conclusion (paragraph 5): Tell about my last dog, Rebel.

a. good match

b. poor match

3. Thesis statement: In Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, much of the story is the result of mistaken identities.

Outline:
I. Introduction (paragraph 1): Use a quote from the play where one character is mistaking the identity of another character. End with thesis statement.

II. Body (paragraph 2): Explain the plot of the play. Compare it to the plot of another Shakespeare play.
III. Conclusion (paragraph 3): Sum up the play. Use a quote from the other Shakespeare play.

a. good match

b. poor match

Answer Key:

1. a. good match
2. b. poor match
3. b. poor match
